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How many languages are
there in the world?

There are about 6,000 languages in
the world.




How many languages are
commonly used in the United
Nations?

There are Six.

They are Chinese, English, French,
Russian, Spanish and Arabian.

They are the working languages in
the UN. m




What language is most
widely used in the world?

English.

The common language of Britain and the United
States 1s English, which 1s widely used by many
members of the Commonwealth (I 5 F) and
former colonial countries.




What language has the largest
number of users in the world?

Chinese has the largest number of users in the
world.

China has a populations of more than
137,000,000 (incl. HK, TW & Macao).

There are 55,000,000 overseas Chinese.

By 2010, about 100,000,000 foreiners had been
Chinese learners.




S
However ...

Some languages are dead or
disappearing ...




Unit 4 Language

Disappearing
Languages




Aims and Demand

You are to

» practise listening to an interview and reading a text to
extract specific information

» practise reading to learn why some languages are
dead or disappearing

» revise or be introduced to the meaning and form of
the first conditional

» practise their accuracy and fluency in speaking using
the first conditional




I READING

1 What is a dead language? Why do languages
die out, do you think?

A dead language 1s one that 1s no longer spoken by
any community. It may be spoken / understood by a
few academics.

Vocabulary & S




2a Answer the questions. Read the first two
paragraphs of the article to check your answers.
¢ | Which of these languages 1s more than 2,000
years old?
a) French b) English c¢) Greek

¢ 2 What percentage of languages have died out in the
last 500 years?

a) 1.3% b)1.9% c)4.5%

, 3 How many languages are in danger of disappearing
now?

a) Over 3,000 b) Over 300 c¢) Over 1,300




2b Read the rest of the article and answer the
questions.

1 What four reasons are given in the text for
languages disappearing?

1) fewer speakers;

2) people’s migration;

3) natural disasters;

4) governments establishing “official languages”




2b Read the rest of the article and answer the
questions.

2 Why do some people think there 1s no reason to
worry about the death of languages?

Because they think it’s part of human evolution

and there are great benefits to people speaking
one language.

3 According to the author, why should we care about
languages dying out?

Because we also lose ways of life, knowledge and
1dentity




2b Read the rest of the article and answer the
questions.

4 What do the following, mentioned 1n the text, claim
about languages?

a) Steve Sutherland b) The Ethnologue c¢) Ani Rauhihi

a) Steve Sutherland: in the past 500 years, 4.5% of
languages have died out;

b) The Ethnologue: 417 languages are in the final
stages of becoming extinct (dying out);

c) Ani Rauhihi: language and 1dentify are linked




3 Read the article again and find the following.

1 a verb and a phrasal verb meaning “to stop existing” (lines 5 and
10) disappear (v.), die out (phr. v.)

2 a noun used for when something stops existing, usually used
with plants, animals or volcanoes (line 7)  oxtinction

3 the noun related to one of the verbs in 1 (line 16) disappearance
4 the adjective related to the noun in 2 (line 21) extinct

5 a verb meaning “to damage something very badly” (line 30)
devastate

6 an adjective meaning “very bad” or “ending in failure”, often
used with the words consequences, results and effects (line 39)

disastrous



l LisTENING

4 Work with a partner to discuss the following.

1 What languages are spoken 1n Scotland?

English and Scottish Gaelic are the official
languages (Gaelic since 2005).

2 What could you do to prevent a language from
disappearing?

Answers will depend on students’ own 1deas. Accept
any reasonable suggestions (e.g. government
documents 1n majority and minority languages;
minority languages taught in schools, etc.)




5a Listen to a radio interview with Bradana
MacKinnon, spokesperson for the Society for the
Promotion of Gaelic. Tick (v') the things that are mentioned.

¥:Script

V' 1 Bradana’s name

\ 2 statistics about people speaking Gaelic

3 the differences between Gaelic in Scotland and
Ireland

V4 the economy of the Gaelic-speaking community

5 investment 1n cultural events and festivals of
Gaelic arts

\ 6 training teachers of Gaelic




ob Listen again and complete the sentences. =S5k

1 If we have Gaelic-medium education at all levels,
more people will speak Gaelic.

2 Ifwe have more TV and radio programmes
in Gaelic, more people may listen to the language.

3 Unless we all continue to promote Gaelic, there
might not be a significant increase in speakers.

4 When we reach  our targets, we’ll invest in
more Gaelic books 1n public libraries.
5 As soon as we  get more Gaelic speakers

involved, we’ll run more Gaelic language classes.




I GRAMMAR: first conditional

6 Look at the examples in Exercise 5b and choose the
correct answer.

1 We use_/ past simple 1n the if-clause, and will

(may, might, should, etc.) in the main clause. (examples 1 and 2)

2 We use unless in the if-clause + affirmative verb to mean-
/ if. (example 3)

3 After time expressions like when and as soon as, we use will /

4 We use the first conditional to talk about_/

unreal situations in the future. (all examples).




/a Match the beginnings and endings to make conditional
sentences.

1 If languages die out, a) I might make fewer mistakes.

2 You will never learn a language wed —b) unless you know its grammar.

3 If foreign words enter a langu

4 Languages will die out

c¢) unless we protect them.

d) the world will be less interesting.

5 If I study French more, e) when I get home.

6 I’ll go home f) as soon as the class finishes.
7111 reVis/ \g) they will damage it. !




/b Work with a partner to discuss the first four
statements from Exercise 7a.




I SPEAKING

8a You are going to hold a debate about language.
This is the motion:

The government should spend more money on promoting
languages used by a minority of the population.

Divide into two groups to prepare the arguments.
Group A (for the motion): turn to page 158.

Group B (against the motion): turn to page 161.




8b Now hold the debate. Follow the debate procedure.
1 The spokesperson from Group A speaks for the motion.
2 The spokesperson for Group B speaks against the motion.
3 Other people from both groups can speak and give their
opinions for or against.
4 The groups vote on the motion. You can change your mind

at this stage.
€= Corcaigh
CORK
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Summary and Assignment

I. Why some languages are dead or
disappearing?

2. Why Chinese are active in the world?

3. Write an essay (around 150 words) to talk
about why Chinese are so popupar 1n the
world?







LAST WORDS (1)

There are around 6,000 living languages in the
world — and at least half of those are in danger.
In every part of the world, languages are
disappearing. In fact, one scientist has said that
languages are in more danger of extinction than
birds or mammals. Professor Steve Sutherland of
the University of East Anglia calculated that in the
past 500 years 4.5 percent of languages have
died out — compared with 1.3 percent of birds,

and 1.9 percent of mammalils.




LAST WORDS (2)

Languages come and go, and thousands have
done exactly that without leaving any trace. Only

a very few — Basque, Greek and Latin among
them — have lasted more than 2,000 years. But it
seems that the pace of their disappearance is
becoming quicker.




LAST WORDS (3)

The Ethnologue, a database of all the
languages spoken in the world, claims that 417
languages are spoken by so few people that they
are in the final stages of becoming extinct. There
Is one living speaker of Luo in Cameroon, and a
handful of people that speak the Saami Pite

language in Sweden and Norway. If very few

people speak a language, it will probably die out.




LAST WORDS (4a)
Languages may be lost through migration, as
people move from small rural communities to urban
centres, or when environments are destroyed by
the search for oil or wood. Natural disasters can

also devastate populations, and along with them,

their language — like the speakers of the Paulonhi
language in Maluku, Indonesia: only 50 survived

after an earthquake and tidal wave some years ago.




LAST WORDS (4b)

... Governments also play a role in the extinction
of languages. The need to establish “official
languages”, for a country to educate its children,
conduct its political affairs and carry out its

business, had a disastrous effect on many small

lanquages.




LAST WORDS (5)

What is lost if a language is lost? Some people
argue that languages die as the human race

evolves. Obviously there could be great benefits if
everyone in the world spoke the same language —
some industries already reflect this, with English
essential for pilots and air traffic controllers. But
there are more important things than convenience.
As languages are lost, whole ways of life and
knowledge may be lost along with them.




LAST WORDS (6)

Put simply, language expresses something
about identity, about our place in the world. Ani
Rauhihi, a Maori teacher in New Zealand’s North

Island, sums it up: “If you grow up not speaking
your language, you won’t know who you are.”

From ““50 facts that should change the world”

by Jessica Williams







Main Idea: the causes and consequences of language
loss

Part 1 (Paras. 1-2) Introduction: dead and disappearing
languages

1. Many dead; 2. Many disappearing

Part 2 (Paras. 3-4) Body: Reasons for language loss
1. Fewer speakers; 2. People’s migration;

3. Natural disasters; 3. Policy of “official language™

Part 3 (Paras. 5-6) Conclusion: Consequence of language loss
1. Benefits; 2. Harm.




4.3 Learning Languages
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calculate [ keelkjulert] v. TF&; TM; AJN; FTE

claim v. K,

B, wWE, W

conduct v HZ:, SLjE, #HAT; T
convenience [kon vimnions| n. fE8]; {EFHI D)

database 7. Z{

i JE

destroy vt. I3 VHK; IR
devastate ['devostert] ve. 5K ; IR

disappear vi. ¥

HR: Rk AEAFL

o

SR ’TEZ:

171

disappearance

Fs . VH R
n. K

disaster n. KXE; Kin




lml\

disastrous a. KMELER], TRIBEN]
essential a. FEAN, HER], AN, FEEEL
establish vt. B37; G3L
evolve v. & J&, A4k, AR
extinct a. ‘KZEW, HRH; ve AR K
extinction n. ‘K44, JHK; JHK; K1k
handful n. /D%, —3f

a handful of 2> #4...... . — /N,
identity n. 51r; [A *‘féli
mammal n. I§¥.3)Y)
mention vt. 3&2, RA; T




migration [mar'grein] n. T#; BR; B3]
obviously adv. B EH, RN

pace n. —3b;
at a/the pace of ... PA...... i

TiE; T BE

I type at a snail’s pace. 3T F1& .

reflect v. B, &&; kB
rural a. 2 L I 48 urban a WA

tidal wave ¥

™

Wi A48 tsunami n. VEH

tidal a. iYW
tide n. ®W/K;

Time and t

11 W || wave n. HE; IR
WY WG B3 tidy o BSFH
ide wait for no man. % 5 A%E A, _ftl




trace v CEXAE) K2, BY; BE n JRIL;

S

volcano n. ‘K1l

along with ZE[H...... —
compared with 5......fHLb

die out K4, JHR

have a disastrous effect on XY......
human race AR

in danger (of ...) & F(...A)fEfR

=)=l




natural disaster H /A K
official language E 51ES

play arolein 7E...... HEAER] = play a part in
put simply & H.H1 U = to put it simply

small languages /ME

sum up &2
without leaving any trace 4 BAT{JRIE




Sweden I Hi

Norway 5}
Indonesia EJE P4l

New Zealand #7174 =

Greek #FfEiE, ﬁﬂﬁj\ i e
Elln EI/J

(N K,




Words and phrases for Listening <%

Gaelic [ 'geilik] n. T /RiE
opinion poll =%, K
profile ['provfarl] . MUH; %25R: SME; M

promising adj. B & EH], ﬁdffk%ﬂ']

statistics [sto'tistiks] n. @utl, giitsr (CRED 3 4
HERl, Gt (22D




